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“Listen my children, and you shall hear of the midnight ride of Paul Revere.”

These words, the opening lines of a poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride,” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, are familiar to most Americans. They immortalized Paul Revere and the Old North Church. But the poem was written more than 80 years after the famous ride, and because Longfellow took some liberties for dramatic effect, it is not very good history.

Paul Revere was born in Boston in 1734, and was a silversmith, an entrepreneur, and a community activist. He also worked as a messenger for the Boston Committee of Public Safety, often riding messages to New York and Philadelphia about political unrest.

The role for which he is most remembered today was as a night-time messenger on horseback just before the battles that took place in Lexington and Concord. The purpose of his ride one April night was to warn John Hancock and Samuel Adams of the movements of the British Army.

Revere had been watching the British Army for some time. He made an arrangement with Robert Newman, the sexton of the Old North Church, to send a signal by lantern to colonists in Charlestown. One lantern in the steeple would signal the Army’s choice of the land route, while two lanterns would signal the route “by water” across the Charles River. This was done to get the message through to Charlestown if Revere were to be captured and prevented from reaching his destination.
Newman agreed to help, so about ten o’clock that evening, he entered the church, climbed the 14-story steeple in complete darkness and held up two lanterns in the steeple window. Although Newman hung the lanterns for probably less than a minute, it was long enough to be seen not only by the patriots, but also by the British troops.

British soldiers were at the doors, breaking in to investigate. Newman escaped through a window.

As Revere rode through the countryside, he did not shout the famous phrase, “The British are coming!” because the countryside was filled with British subjects. Rather, the whispered message was “The Regulars are coming out.”

Revere traveled the route with two other men, alerting others until about 40 men joined in riding quietly and under cover of darkness to warn the American patriots.

So what has gone down in history as the act of one man, was actually a team effort arising from a community’s revolutionary thought about how they wanted to be governed in their modern times.

Today, our country and the financial planning profession are in a revolutionary time. The challenges, and opportunities, are far-reaching. 

The Financial Planning Association is our voice, providing the leadership and advocacy that fosters the value of financial planning and advances the financial planning profession. FPA is making an impact by addressing regulatory issues, influencing legislation, producing research, and representing our members on Capitol Hill.
Today, many of the sites we learned about in our history books are open to the public, and I hope you will take time this week to visit some of them. You can visit the North End to see Revere’s home and the Old North Church while enjoying what is now a wonderful Italian neighborhood.

While here at FPA Boston 2008, you will find many opportunities to push the boundaries, take chances, meet new people, and try new things. 

The theme of “Revolutionary Thinking” is woven into every inch of programming. Make sure to visit the Hospitality Booth, where you will find friendly volunteers from the FPA of Massachusetts waiting to extend a warm welcome.

Now, it is my pleasure to introduce you to an important historic figure, in the image of Paul Revere and our revolutionary American thinkers!

